Land Transfer Process on Oneida Nation of the Thames 

The Oneida Nation of the Thames manages its own internal Land Transfers and Land Registry Books . This has been a recognized and accepted part of the Oneida

Nation practice since our Ancestors moved here nearly 170 years ago .

We are not required to register our interests in land with the Department of Indian Affairs as other First Nations are pursuant to the Indian Act .    

In order to lend a degree of certainty and to avoid confusion , the Oneida Council , on the recommendation of the Lands and Estates department  hereby adopts the following Policy with respect to valid transfers of interest in lands on Oneida Nation of the Thames .

a) In order to be eligible to access a New Housing Loan or a Renovation Loan from the Oneida Housing Department , the Applicant/Member shall produce documents to prove that they are the rightful and Band Council recognized “Owner” of the land on which the house is to be constructed or upon which the house lies that is in need of repair .

b) In order to prove valid “ownership” a Member must produce the following :

· A Land Transfer Agreement (LTA)between the Parties participating in the Sale or transfer which is signed by both parties who are of the legal age ( 19 ) and this agreement must be witnessed by an Employee of the Oneida Nation Lands and Estates Department and be Council Approved ( As evidenced by a Council Approved and Dated Stamp )         

· Such document shall describe the amount of acreage involved as well as the Lot and Concession Number and shall identify the surrounding property owners as well as any special conditions regarding the land

· A survey which bears a Council Approval Date stamped on the face of it showing the land in question

· A letter confirming “ownership” of the property on Oneida Nation of the Thames Letterhead and signed by an employee of the Oneida Nation of the Thames Lands and Estates Department

    c)     Even though a person is in possession of a validly signed and witnessed        

            LTA this does not ,mean they are the recognized “owner” of the property   

            until they also produce an Official  Stamped  Council Approved Survey , 

            Council Approved and Date Stamped Land Transaction Agreement and  

            a confirmatory letter on Oneida Nation of the Thames letterhead signed by  

            an Employee of the Lands and Estates Department  

c) Properly signed and Witnessed LTA’s which have not yet obtained the required Survey which is stamped “Council Approved Date” shall be binding upon the Parties , their Heirs Successors and Assigns , unless both parties agree in writing , that they mutually agree to dissolve such agreement . Such dissolution agreement must be witnessed by an  Employee of the Oneida Nation Lands and Estates Department . 

d) A validly signed and witnessed LTA shall bind the parties Heirs , Successors and Assigns of the original parties even though a Confirmatory Letter of Land Ownership has not yet been issued to the Transferee from the Oneida Nation Lands and Estates office . Again this is subject to a properly signed and witnessed dissolution agreement .   

e) In the event a party to the validly executed LTA dies before the transfer can           

be officially completed , the agreement shall be binding on the original transferee and upon the transferor’s personal representative unless there is a

properly executed dissolution agreement between the relevant parties that has been witnessed by an employee of the Lands and Estates Department . 

